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The fall is by far the busiest time of 
the year for STPAL. We usually 
receive property donations in the 4th 
quarter. We work hard leading up to 
and right after a property is donated. 
We have to figure out what we are 
getting, how to care for it, and how 
it can best provide public benefit 
while still protecting its conservation 
values. We also do most of our 
formal annual monitoring of our 
properties during this time. It is 
particularly nice doing fieldwork on 
a cool and dry autumn day. It is also 
helpful to monitor when the trees 
have dropped their leaves. It opens 
up the property and makes it easier 
to inspect and photograph. The fall 
is also when we make our final 
appeals for supporting memberships. 
If you haven’t already, please 
consider becoming a supporting 
member of STPAL with a minimum 
contribution of $20. You can donate 
through the web site or contact me 
directly. bill.jones@stpal.org Happy 
Trails! Bill    

 

New Property Highlight:  
“The Boot” 

STPAL’s newest land acquisition that we are tentatively calling 
“The Boot,” named after the shape of the property boundary, is 
located in Douglasville, GA, and contains 85 acres of forestland. 
The Boot is important for conservation because it contains one of 
the most ecologically intact habitats that STPAL owns within 
easy driving distance of Atlanta, GA. The Boot hosts the 
confluence of Bear Creek and Little Bear Creek, forming a large 
and rocky stream surrounded by hardwood forest. This creek 
then flows into the 505 acre Bear Creek Reservoir, which 
provides drinking water to Douglas County. The Boot has over 
1,000 feet of lake frontage. The reservoir provides wonderful 
opportunities for canoeing, fishing, and bird watching. On our 
most recent monitoring visit, we observed two Great Blue Herons 
on the reservoir. Several miles of trail are already in place and 
functional, as well as an open campsite with a fire pit. Our first 
planned project will be to build a dock on the reservoir to serve as 
a boat launch, fishing point, and general spot to rest and relax by 
the water. We look forward to having this land used by scout 
troops, bird watchers, dog walkers, casual hikers, and all lovers of 
the outdoors! 

Want to join STPAL and help 
support our mission of conserving 
land? Simply visit our website at 
www.stpal.org/donate/ to 
become a member. Our lowest 
level of annual membership is 
only $20! 
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Featured Board Member: President Eric Nelson, 
VP at Strategic Alliances for Interface America 

 

STPAL Facilitates Connection with UGA Odum 
School of Ecology 

 

In 2012 the Georgia Club gave the Southeastern Trust for Parks and 
Land four properties surrounding their residential development 
outside of Athens, Georgia. They total about 250 acres. These 
properties are permanently preserved as conservation land through 
deed restriction. They will never be developed.  
 
The project we are working on with the pictured group involves 
studying Monarch butterflies and providing habitat for them and 
other pollinator species such as bees. UGA’s Odum School of 
Ecology will be providing the expertise and will coordinate the 
research projects. They will reach out to other UGA schools and 
departments to make these properties available for their use too. We 
will also work together to provide science education programming 
for local K-12 students. STPAL is providing complimentary use of 
our land to facilitate these important programs! 
 
STPAL could just fulfill our base responsibility of monitoring our 
properties to be sure that they aren’t developed and that nothing 
happens that is detrimental to their conservation value. But we 
believe that the properties we own should be made available for 
public benefit. This benefit can come in many ways including 
informal recreation such as hiking, bird watching, picnicking, 
photography, and other activities that we generalize as quiet 
enjoyment of nature. They can also be used for science education, 
observation, and research, which is the path we are taking with this 
project. Dr. Davis commented that an opportunity to have no cost 
large land tracts available for their use so near campus is "an 
opportunity that only happens once in never”. Never is happening 
and that is why we do what we do. 
 

Left to right front row: Andy Davis, PhD, 
UGA Faculty; Sonia Altizer, PhD, UGA 
Faculty  
Back Row: Bill Jones, Executive Director, 
STPAL; Will Coleman, Environmental 
Stewardship, STPAL; Ania Majewska, 
PhD Candidate, UGA; Carly Robinson, 
Executive Director, Camp Kiwanis 
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Eric Nelson has been a STPAL Board Member since 2013 
and is currently the President. Eric runs the Interface Carpet 
Recycling Business “Reentry 2.0,” where he leads Interface 
in sustainable business practices including rematerialization 
of old products into new products. At Strategic Alliances, 
Eric utilizes a closed loop model to eliminate unnecessary 
waste.  
 


